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Natural STEM Education at TNAC
As society’s reliance on technology grows, so too does the need to provide well-
rounded STEM education. One of the best ways to introduce young children to the 
concepts of STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) is through the natural 
world. The design of a beaver dam requires engineering skills that students attempt to 
master in our grade 2 field trips. Technological marvels abound in nature, from the 
wonders of insect flight to the design of seeds that enable the continuity of life. 
We challenge students to design their own seeds, so that they may become young 
scientists and engineers. 
While it is often said that we immerse in nature to “unplug” from technology, it is 
actually quite the opposite. Nature offers an advanced technology that stimulates us in 
ways that our own artificial devices simply cannot match. A field trip to TNAC offers 
a high-quality STEM education hidden quietly among the birds, the bees, the flowers 
and the trees.
In 2019, we broke our own record for the most students served by our science 
curriculum field trips for the fourth year in a row. Teachers appreciate the chance 
to get their kids outside where they “learn by doing” in the great outdoors. But it is 
the enthusiasm of the students that is the best indicator of our success. Their energy 
infuses the work that we do and lets us know that we are having a real impact. 
With the completion of our new outdoor nature’s classroom, TNAC continues to 
become a sought-after destination for Trumbull and the region. Thank you to all 
who support our mission to bring nature-rich experiences to ever more members 
of our community. 

Kevin S. Malone, President 
Patrons of the TNAC, Inc.
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Designing a Seed to Travel

   

Engineering Beaver Dams



Environmental Science Education 
For Students

School Year Field Trips and In-school Visits

Summer Field Trips to TNAC

Field trips and in-school visits give us the largest opportunity to provide the youngest members of our 
community with STEM-based environmental education programs. For the second consecutive year, 
Trumbull second graders came to TNAC for our Next Generation Science Standards programs. This 
year, students participated in our Beaver Habitat program. This activity had students working as teams to 
engineer successful beaver dams.

Trumbull Schools
Students from all 6 Trumbull elementary schools attended field trips at 
TNAC. We visited Kindergarten classrooms in several Trumbull schools, and 
for the first time this past year, we brought our programs into First Grade 
classrooms where they learned about beekeeping and pollination and went on 
an insect safari.

Surrounding Communities
Schools from the wider region, including Newtown, Norwalk, and 
Wallingford came to TNAC for our hands-on field trips. State of CT Youth 
Services Prevention funding and a grant from the Horizon Foundation 
allowed us to bring students from underserved communities on field trips to TNAC at no cost. Included 
were students from 7 Bridgeport schools and 1 Shelton elementary school.

Ecosystem Experiments

Making nature journals

Constructing Erosion-proof Mountains

Campers from the Trumbull Parks & Rec Playground 
Camps, Bridgeport Lighthouse Camps, and Camp 
Wepawaug came to TNAC for half a day spent in nature.
Hundreds of campers spent the day outside using nets 
to explore the pond for macroinvertebrates, hiking 
through meadow and forest to observe dragonflies, birds, 
small mammals, and other wildlife that are active  in the 
summer. To encourage their creativity, campers made 
rainsticks and nature journals to take home.

Creating a seed 
designed to travel



This past year, our programs for children and family included popular favorites and new activities. Families 
participated in craft-making which used science and art to learn important lessons about nature and the 
environment.

Groundhog Day
This winter holiday program included a winter walk 
to observe groundhog burrows, plus crafting pop-up 
groundhog puppets. 
Maple Sugaring
One of our most popular programs brought out families to 
learn the process of maple sugaring, while participating in a 
taste test and enjoying winter refreshments.
Be a Force of Nature!
Children and families practiced their STEM skills by making 
and testing catapults, helicopters, and chalk rockets.
Earth Day Celebration
Visitors went on a nature hike, learned how solar ovens 
work, observed a water filtration experiment, and made their 
own herb gardens to take home.
Sunflower Seed Harvesting
Visitors harvested TNAC’s mammoth sunflowers, learned 
how to remove seeds from the flower heads, and were given 
ideas on how to use them. Children made sunflower crafts 
and planted their own dwarf sunflowers to take home.

Other programs included:

Children & Family 
Weekend Programs

Pop-up Groundhogs

Maple Sugaring

Be a Force of Nature!

Earth Day Celebration

Sunflower Seed Harvesting

•  Valentine’s Day Cookie 
Decorating

•  Beautiful Spring Crafting
• Make Your Own Paper
• Fishing 101
• Little Nature Explorer
•  Learn to Survive in the 

Wild
• CT Trails Day Hike
• Awesome Animal Tracks

• Intro to Archery
•  Amazing Hummingbirds
•  Trumbull’s Plants & 

Animals
•  Native American 

Storytelling
• Hike Through the Valley
•  Make a Blue Spruce 

Holiday Wreath

Programs 

TNAC partnered again this year with



As a center for environmental education, TNAC acts as steward to the natural property on which is resides. 
This includes maintaining its natural habitats, as well as providing children and adults with the opportunity to 
become environmentally literate citizens.

We celebrated the grand opening of our Outdoor Nature’s Classroom 
shade structure with a ribbon cutting ceremony in October. Located in 
the meadow habitat behind the TNAC building, this new destination for 
outdoor education was made possible by grant funding awarded by the 
American Academy of Dermatology, Henkel Corporation, and private 
donors. Certificates of appreciation were presented 
to Henkel employees Steve Leeper and Chuck 

Crawford (photo left), and Mr. Mark Ceneri and Dr. Keith Choate (photo right) for 
their support of environmental education at TNAC.
This structure will provide 100% UV protection, offering shelter from the sun’s 
harmful rays, while allowing students to learn outside in a natural setting. New 
dual use benches within the structure convert to workstations when combined 
with a second bench. Plans for this outdoor classroom include a field trip activity 
space, as well as a location to host speakers and programs.

TNAC’s Meadow Habitat

Over the past 11 years, TNAC’s largest natural resource, its 
meadow habitat, had become overgrown by invasive plant 
species, particularly non-native Autumn Olive trees.
This past summer, Mark Ceneri began renewing the meadow 
with the help of volunteers. The Town of Trumbull Parks 
Department also assisted by removing brush. The meadow 
is well on its way to returning to its origins as a habitat for 
native plants such as milkweed and aster.

Outdoor Nature’s Classroom

Meadow Habitat Renewal



Employee volunteers from several local companies held community action days at TNAC in 2019. 
Henkel, Unilever, and Pitney Bowes gave their employees time to make a difference in their community 
by volunteering at TNAC.

Led by long-time TNAC 
supporter and Henkel employee 
Steve Leeper, volunteers 
performed valuable tasks such 
as planting, trimming branches, 
raking leaves, weeding, and 
assembling group workstations.

Trail widening, flood 
mitigating, and mulching 
of the pond trail by Connor 
Downs and his fellow Scouts.

In addition to raking under 
our large maple tree, Unilever 
volunteers assembled 7 
benches/workstations to be 
used in TNAC’s new Outdoor 
Nature’s Classroom.

The Trumbull Library hosted 
TNAC in the fall to create 
edible birdhouses.

For the first time this year, 
TNAC welcomed Pitney 
Bowes volunteers. Cleaning 
up, dump-runs, weeding, 
and trail clearing kept these 
hard workers busy this past 
summer.

TNAC volunteers hosted a 
tent with nature crafts for 
child visitors.

Partnering with the community is one of our most important priorities. We maintain relationships 
with organizations and individuals who value our mission of providing nature-rich experiences to the 
members of our community. We thank these partners, which include:

Corporate and 
Community Support

Corporate Alliances

Community Partnerships 

Henkel

Eagle Scout Trail Rehab

Unilever

Edible Birdhouse

Pitney Bowes

Trumbull Day

• Town of Trumbull
• Trumbull Library
• Trumbull Health Department
• Trumbull Historical Society

•  Trumbull Community 
Women

• Long Hill Garden Club
• Eagle Scout candidates

• Community volunteers
•  Kennedy Center (Projects 

Focus, Enable, and Voyage)



Financial Report and 
Program Participation Statistics

Financial Report

Income
The Patrons received their final 
allotments of funds under the 
2018 State of CT Youth Services 
Prevention 2-year grant.
Earmarked contributions were 
made towards the Outdoor 
Nature’s Classroom Shade 
Structure Pavilion. For the first 
time this year, a grant was given by 
the Werth Foundation.
Major contributors included:
Henkel Corporation: $10,000
Horizon Foundation: $10,000
American Academy of 
Dermatology: $8,000
Dr. Keith Choate: $3,000
Mallett Foundation: $2,500
Malone Environmental: $2,500

Expenses
Expenditures were in line with both 
income and participation growth. 
Facilities costs represented the largest 
increase in expenditures, due to the 
Pavilion construction. Cost savings 
were gained through a streamlining of 
web services and credit card fees.

Field Trips, In-school Visits, 
and Program Participation

The combined number of participants 
in field trips, in-school visits, and 
programs increased to the highest 
number ever in 2019.
This past year, there were a total of 
90 field trips, in-school visits and 
programs, an increase of 8.4% over 
2018.
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 Total Income:

$65,122

Total Expenses:

$63,310

Foundations/
Grants 
$21,700

Field Trips 
$14,796

Outside Contract Services 
$23,100

Facilities & 
Equipment 

$16,711

Instructors 
$9,981

Operations 
$6,091

Programs 
$4,950

Advertising & Promotion 
$1,084

Insurance 
$900

Website 
$249
Legal Fees 

$124
Business Expenses 

$120

Corporate 
Contributions 

$12,539

State Funding 
$10,100

Individual 
Donations 

$4,659

Tinkergarten 
$341Programs 

$490

Scout 
Programs 

$432 Membership Dues 
$65



The Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center, Inc., a 501(c)3 organization, supports the Trumbull 
Nature & Arts Center in its mission to provide nature-rich experiences to the members of its community 
in and around Fairfield County, CT. This goal is achieved by 
offering the public a wide range of environmental education 
programs and volunteer opportunities.

Our History
In 2005, the Trumbull Town Council created a Nature 
Commission to establish and maintain environmental education 
programs in the Town of Trumbull. The Commission has 
relied on the support of the Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & 
Arts Center since 2011, when the Patrons received federal tax 
exemption under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code.
The Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center (TNAC) 
fundraise to support the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center, as well 
as plan and implement school field trips, family and children’s 
programs, scout programs, and other activities.

About the Patrons of the 
Trumbull Nature & Arts Center

— NONPROFIT PARTNER —

Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center, Inc. 
Street Address: 7115 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 110483, Trumbull, CT 06611
Email: patronsoftnac@gmail.com | Phone: 203-452-4421 
Web: www.trumbullnatureandartscenter.org
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Membership Affiliations

A thank you note from one of our young visitors

Water Insect Investigation

Pond Exploration


