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Coming Out of Hibernation for Nature Education
The year 2020 certainly impacted our ability to bring nature-based STEM education and programs to 
our community, especially to our young people. But with a new year comes hope for a renewal.

With continued sponsorship from long-time supporters and new ones as well, TNAC is poised to once 
again share the joys and benefits of outdoor education. Indeed, we seek to expand our offerings to more 
students in more grades this year than ever before. In 2021, children will “Discover Hidden Nature”, 
learn about energy in the environment and build concepts of sustainability. 

Thanks to all our friends who continue to support us as we build toward a greener and brighter future.

Kevin S. Malone, President 
Patrons of the TNAC, Inc.

Corporate and Community Involvement
Volunteers continued to work on projects on the TNAC grounds this year. Gardens and outside areas 
at the front and back of the building were tended to and longer-term projects were both initiated and 
completed. The Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center appreciates all of the volunteers who have 
so generously devoted their time towards making TNAC a valuable Trumbull resource.

Henkel - Volunteer Day
Employees from Henkel, TNAC’s multi-year corporate partner, spent an 
October afternoon volunteering at TNAC. Volunteers worked on projects in 
the playground and sensory garden areas, including removal of the outdoor 
chalkboard and sandbox, in anticipation of new installations in 2021.

Amazon - AmazonCares Volunteer Day
TNAC’s newest neighbor is now its newest corporate partner. Employee 
volunteers, under the AmazonCares program, raked the many leaves from 
under our large maple tree and performed garden maintenance in the fall.

Little Free Libraries Eagle Scout Project
The playground area was enhanced this year with the addition of two 
registered Little Free Libraries—one for children and one for adults. This 
project was the culmination of a year-long effort by Julian Zeppetello, 
member of BSA Troop 62. 

Community Volunteers
•  Trumbull Students Biology Club 

Founded by high school student Rachel Brooks, the Club is comprised of 
students from Christian Heritage School and Trumbull High School. In 
addition to creating videos on multiple biology projects, members weeded 
the butterfly garden during the summer.

•  Long Hill Garden Club 
LHGC club members continued to maintain the certified monarch 
butterfly waystation.

•  Trumbull Community Women 
TCW held its successful semi-annual shredding event at TNAC in 
October and are planning more events for next year.



Educational Programs
The year started off on a high note, in which we brought our programs to more classrooms than ever 
in January and February. After a promising March beginning, our field trips and in-school visits were 
suspended due to COVID-19 restrictions. In April, we pivoted to virtual programs via pre-recorded 
videos, a Facebook livestream and posting of activities to our newly designed website.

In-classroom Visits
Fifteen Trumbull and Bridgeport Kindergarten and First Grade classes were provided with programs in 
their classrooms. Students learned about animal homes and structures, dissected plants, and performed a 
flower flow experiment to demonstrate fluid distribution in plants.

Virtual Programs
Video programs enabled us to continue our mission of providing environmental education programs to 
our community. Mark Ceneri created short nature films, including his popular egg hatching program 
which was broadcast on TV by News12. The Trumbull Students Biology Club produced a variety of 
videos for elementary school children on topics ranging from Edible Flowers to Lima Beans and Lettuce.

Environmental Education Programs at TNAC
Although field trips were suspended, TNAC continued to provide the Trumbull community with its most 
popular programs. These events proved to be quite popular, and were fully registered.

Groundhog Day
On an unseasonably warm day in February, families took a hike on the TNAC 
grounds while learning about groundhogs and their habitats. They observed a 
real groundhog burrow, and children made a fun “pop-up” groundhog craft.

Maple Sugaring
At this perennial favorite, Lead Instructor Mark Ceneri discussed the signs of 
spring while tapping TNAC’s large maple tree and demonstrating sap boiling 
at TNAC's firepit. He explained how the tree makes and uses sap, and the ways 
in which maple trees interact with the environment. Visitors then tasted syrup 
samples to determine which was the real maple syrup.

Sunflower Seed Harvest
Families enjoyed a sunny September Saturday at TNAC in which they learned 
facts about our mammoth sunflowers grown from seed in the front garden. 
Participants harvested their own sunflower seeds and potted dwarf sunflower 
plants to take home.

Wreath-making
To bring nature into the upcoming holiday season, visitors crafted their own blue 
spruce holiday wreaths using natural materials. Like all of our fall and winter 
programs, this event was held outside and each family worked at separate tables.



Financial Report
Total income was greatly reduced this year due to the suspension of programs. However, the reduction 
in expenses correlated with the income reduction, resulting in an overall stable net income.
Major contributors included:
Henkel Corporation: $10,000 Mallett Foundation: $2,500
Werth Family Foundation: $1,200  Trumbull Community Women: $1,000

About the Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center
The Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center, Inc., a 501(c)3 organization, supports the Trumbull 
Nature & Arts Center in its mission to provide nature-rich experiences to the members of its community 
in and around Fairfield County, CT. This goal is achieved by offering the public a wide range of 
environmental education programs and volunteer opportunities. The Patrons of the Trumbull Nature 
& Arts Center (TNAC) fundraise to support the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center, as well as plan and 
implement school field trips, family and children’s programs, scout programs, and other activities.

Board of Directors 
President: Kevin S. Malone 
Treasurer: Giovanni B. Amore 
Secretary: D. Scot Kerr 
Board Member: Sarah Dawson 
Board Member: Pam Hanover

 Staff 
Consulting Director: Sheryl Baumann 
Lead Instructor: Mark Ceneri

INCOME
Individual Donations $90

Membership Dues $110

Scout Programs $251

Community Programs $826

Community Donations $1,000

School Programs $1,600

Foundation Grants $3,700

Corporate Donations $11,060

TOTAL INCOME $18,637

EXPENSES
Legal Fees $63
Ads & Promotion $131
Business Expenses $200
Facilities & Equipment $371
Website $644
Insurance $918
Instructors $2,400
Operations $2,751
Contract Services $10,500
TOTAL EXPENSES $17,978

Patrons of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center, Inc. 
Street Address: 7115 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 110438, Trumbull, CT 06611
Email: contact@trumbullnatureandartscenter.org 
Phone: 203-452-4421 
Web: www.trumbullnatureandartscenter.org

The Patrons of TNAC, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organization, EIN Number: 27-4081278
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